Source of material
Theimidazolium salt wasprepared by mixing equimolar amounts of 1-trimethylsilylimidazole and trimethylsilyl triflate without solvent under inert gas. Single crystals were obtained by diffusion of hexane into asolution of the product in dichloromethane at room temperature. Needless to say that this compound is very sensitive to moisture.
Discussion
The title compound has been investigated for its role in silylation mixtures [1, 2] . In solution, 1,3-bis(trimethylsilyl)imidazolium salts are known to exist in an equilibrium with 1-trimethylsilylimidazole and the respective silylating agent by adissociation-reassociation mechanism,d epending on the leaving group ability and nucleophilicity of the anion involved and, of course, the temperature [2, 3] . In the present case, the equilibrium lies on the side of the imidazolium salt [2, 3] .I na ddition, somea nions such as tetrafluoroborate or hexafluorophosphate [4] ,are simply not compatible with as ilylating agent because they form fluorotrimethylsilane [5, 6] .Crystal structures of related quaternary N-trimethylsilyl-substituted heterocycles have been reported [7] [8] [9] [10] . As described previously [7] [8] [9] [10] , the coordination of the Si atom deviates markedly from ideal tetrahedral. Thus, the angles ÐN-Si-C range from 104.1°to 107.0°, whereas ÐC-Si-C are between 112.7°and 113.5°. The Si-N bond lengths are 
